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Program Background
• Statewide
• All resources are FREE
• Not regulatory
• For all K-12 schools in NYS

– Public
– Private/Independent/Religious
– Charter
– Tribal

• Development began in 2012



November 13, 2024 3

Nine Focus Areas

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Climate Action

Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM)Mold/Moisture

Chemical and 
Environmental 

Hazards

Cleaning and 
Maintenance Transportation

Construction/ 
Renovation

Water Quality
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Steering Committee

• Integral to the success of the program
• Members include state and federal agencies and a 

variety of non-governmental organizations (many 
representing school-related professions)

• >45 active members representing key organizations
• Provide feedback and guidance, help with outreach,  

promote the program, and assist with 
implementation

• Meet Spring and Fall for a half day
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Key Partners
• New York State Education Department
• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
• New York State Department of Labor
• New York State Energy Research and Development Authority
• New York State Integrated Pest Management at Cornell University
• New York City Department of Education
• New York City School Construction Authority
• New York State Children’s Environmental Health Centers
• New York State United Teachers (NYSUT)
• New York State School Boards Association
• Healthy Schools Network
• American Lung Association
• Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES)
• Various other NGOs, unions, etc.
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INFOGRAPHIC SERIES
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Infographic Uses
• General knowledge handout
• Share with Health & Safety Committees for meeting 

discussions
• Quick reference for school staff and administrators
• Identifies the School Environmental Health Program as a 

resource
- We refer questions and requests to our subject matter experts when we 
are not the experts!
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Overview of Next 5 Years
• Bi-monthly “chat with an expert” sessions
• Bi-monthly webinar series
• Regional seminars
• Statewide conferences
• Tabling/information events
• IAQ Monitoring Tool
• School environmental health summary reports
• National Work Group for K-12 IAQ Programs
• Training certification
• Evaluation, reports, and manuscripts
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Chats/Webinars
• Bi-monthly webinar series

– Longer presentations from subject matter experts
– January: Mold in Schools

• Bi-monthly “chat with an expert” sessions
– Short discussions with a subject matter expert
– Q&A with an expert
– February: NYS required Health and Safety Committees- How to effectively 

use them to be proactive in improving IAQ
• Both are aimed at promoting awareness and fostering a 

community of practice
• Will archive webinars and other recordings
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Regional Seminars
• 25 regional seminars per year for each of 5 years

• 10 were conducted in April and May 2024
• 10 were conducted in February and March 2023

• Half-day seminars with ~3 presentations with time for Q&A
• A demonstration walk-through to discuss real world examples of 

areas to make improvements
• Offer continuing education credits
• Offer stipends to travel, cover substitutes, etc.
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Example Seminar Agenda
Times Topic Presenter
11:30 - 11:40 Welcome & Introductions Host

11:40 - 12:15 Lead in School Drinking Water 
Testing Tia Marks, PhD, NYS School Lead in Drinking Water Program

12:15 - 1:00 Inspecting & Assessing Indoor Air 
Quality & Mold NYS SEHP: Todd Crawford, NYS DOH Research Scientist

1:00 – 1:15 Break

1:15 -2:00 Pesticides and Schools Dan Wixted, Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) 
Cornell Cooperative Extension

2:00-3:00 Facility Walk-Through Todd Crawford (large group, video-supported presentation 
followed by a small, in-person walk-through)
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Site Walk-throughs
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Our Experts stepped up to show us real 
world examples!
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Potential Topics Covered
• Pesticide Use in Schools
• PESH as a Consultative Resource
• Mold: A Panel Discussion
• Lead Testing in School Drinking Water 
• School Integrated Pest Management (an Emphasis on Bed Bugs)
• Integrated Pest Management- General Overview;
• Intersection of Facilities Management & IPM
• Management of Chemicals

- Storage procedures, training of staff
• Green Cleaning 

- Cleaning vs disinfecting
• Climate Action
• Other as requested
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Conferences and Information Tables
• Hold a statewide conference each year on IAQ and/or 

Climate Action
– Full-day
– Up to 250 attendees 
– Offer continuing education credits
– Offer stipends to travel, cover substitutes, etc.

• Attend partner conferences around the state to host 
information tables and network with school staff
– We have a table here today with all of our infographics
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IAQ Monitoring Tool
• Facilities managers or other qualified school staff will be trained to use a SEHP-

developed IAQ monitoring tool
• A composite score of ventilation rate, carbon dioxide concentration, temperature, and  

relative humidity
• We will provide all training on how to use the equipment, where to place it, technical 

assistance with interpreting the results, and guidance on how to improve or remediate 
any IAQ concerns that are found 

• Schools would be encouraged to invest in IAQ improvements and create an IAQ 
management plan

• 85 disadvantaged schools that receive training will be able to keep the equipment 
necessary to sustain the program in their district 
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The School Environmental Health Team

• Michele Herdt, PhD, MPH
• Amanda St. Louis, MSPH
• Alicia Lee, MPH
• Todd Crawford
• DJ Gilmore, MPH
• Emma Heubel, MPH
• Tomi Mile

• Joelle Burnham, MS
• Jessica Marble
• Deidre Reid, MS
• Erin Gibson, MPH
• Kathryn Connell, MPH
• Christina Bridge, MSPH
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Contact information

• Phone: 518-402-7800

• Email: 
School.Environmental.Health@health.ny.gov

• School Environmental Health Program Website: 
https://www.health.ny.gov/SchoolEnviroHealth

mailto:School.Environmental.Health@health.ny.gov
https://www.health.ny.gov/SchoolEnviroHealth
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